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The Old Town
Baseball Team -
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Looking back into the past addition to the baseball players | made up a pretty good cro
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reminds of the time when themselves pitching in to dojof sphecm:;st.n:s‘t‘?: t::tr: just
baseball, the great American the job. Some brought SEUTL U Loy e sidelnes
game, was a very important horsedrawn equipment such as ‘:ecline d on the green grass
part of life in small towns. | Fresno scrapers, mowing °F the Spring). Some brought
Each community which had a ' machines, and harrows to level .(m di ¢ ct‘:airs or hoxes or just
large enough population was  Off high spots, shorten the tail folding nst their cars. The'
able to field a town team from ~ grass in the outfield, and leanettalt a‘,g:l rounded out the
among its young men who had  condition the dirt " infield. - SPe ?o[ baseball as both an
been developing diamond ; Others brought hand garden concept contest and 3
talent from their early |tools such as shovels, hoes, \athlehzl ocial event. There
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was almost universal . condition of the field. Some succeedmg_tsymd Tl adjour to
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pastime and some very good - uP the chicken wire backstop & later“_ar xcof it. Until then,
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recbgnition and respect as a  Was quite a chore and it didn’t

baseball town in thé end up as field big leaguers

‘Sacramento-Yolo metropolitan  Would be willing to play on

area and even farther afield. - day after day. Left field was

in the earlier days prior to down in a long swale which

my involvement as a player the extended dlagqnally into outer

Bryte town team contended in cgntgr field. Right field was on

various leagues of respectable higher ground bordered . by

caliber: I recall a Rural League Hohsor} Avenue on both‘s‘ndes_

which crossed county lines of which were dropoft‘s. into

and, more clearly, the Orange ~ SParPly graded drainage

League which included Bryte, ditches. The right ﬁe.\ldtzr had
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Folsom, and other small ~urning across the rocky r.oad

towns. Each had its own field, t‘° g0 .after long balls driven

very crude compared with into hls_ territory. He had to
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usually on a piece of unused

land which was worked by the

locals into some semblance of

a baseball diamond. Bryte’s

first diamond was just north of

Tony Sanchez’ service station

(about where the Hide & Seek

is now). Across the highway

was the old shingle covered

railway station of the
“Sacramento Northern Railway {

right next to the Reed Avenue -

underpass, L A



