


Gay Chronicles  


-------








Before Stonewall


Bar Guide









































Compiled by


Len Evans


The


Before Stonewall


Bar Guide





Compiled by


Len Evans





Any corrections, additions or comments appreciated, 


send to Gueroperro@Yahoo.com











	I'm not sure what practical value a bar guide purposefully many years out of date will have. But bars were one of the most centrally important institutions in pre-Stonewall gay life, yet little attempt has been made to record what happened in them.  This seems to me to be a rather large gap in our knowledge and understanding of ourselves. I believe that in people's memories, descriptions and observations of bars, we will get an important balance to the more academic, politically engaged, and PC nature of gay historiography, that, unfortunately, seems hell bent on denying the fun and good times we had in those pre-liberation days.


	The raid on the Stonewall bar was a convenient and perhaps necessary symbol for the emerging gay liberation movement, but giving it too great an ongoing historical importance as somehow signifying the dividing line between the Age of Repression and the Age of Liberation plays havoc with our historical understanding of what was going on in the late 1960's, and before.  There were bar raids before Stonewall and after as well, just as there was resistance and fighting back before as well as after.   Certainly the founding of the Tavern Guild in San Francisco in 1962 has had far more significance; not just  as a form of fighting back against police attacks on gay bars, but also for it's ongoing influence on San Francisco politics.  Making Stonewall a pivotal event in gay history has established a mindset that everything that happened before Stonewall was sad and bad, and that everything that followed  was gloriously good.  This simply is not the case.   It is more useful to view the Stonewall raid and "riots" as part of a historical continuum, whose significance lies in that it represented a moment in history when a critical mass of gay people decided they had had enough.


	Gay people go to bars to have fun, and find sex and/or romance, and this was as true before Stonewall as it was after. Bars are immutably escapist places.  Styles in how people seek escape may change over time, but that basic function of a bar does not.  Just as they remain places of low comedy and high tragedy


	There was also something lost from those days when the bars were raided, and one took ones chances in even going out.  We were, Social Outcasts,  which gave us a special status, and permission to flaunt society's standards.  For some of us, at least, that was a liberating experience that has been lost in the PC days since.


	











Codes:


(R) Restaurant


(MI'62) Listed in Michelle International, 1962  Many of these places had drag shows, but were as straight as they were gay.


(C'52) Listed in USA:Confidential, 1952





Alabama





Montgomery		Key Hole (MI'62)





Arizona





Phoenix		Kay's Happy Landing (MI'62)


			M & H Tavern (m'62)


			South Seas (MI'62)





Scottsdale		Lulu Belle's (MI'62)





Tempe			The Hut (MI'62)


	


Tucson		Town House (MI'62)














Arkansas





Little Rock		"Even in this country where sex is common and cheap, there are


			homosexuals. You find them at beer parlors on Markham and


			Louisiana Streets. These Arkie fairies were nurtured on


			moonshine - no poets, artists, interior decorators or fashion


			designers are among these mis-sexed L'il Abners." USA


			Confidential, 1952











California





			The California Supreme Court rules, in 1951, that no law prevents 			homosexuals from congregating in bars.  In 1955, a California 			Statute outlaws gay bars.   Again in 1959, the California. State 			Supreme Court rules that gay bars are not illegal.   In October 			1961, the Alcoholic Beverage Control board  revokes the licenses 			of 13 gay bars.





			Beginning in 1966, Philip J Hanley deputy director of the 			Alcoholic Beverage Control Board leads public campaign against 			gay bars.  In September, he is in Glenn County, promoting his 			campaign against homosexuals, Phillip J Hanley, the ABC's deputy 			director explains to the Glenn County Chamber of Commerce how 			he "has to send in young undercover agents who are fondled, 			caressed, propositioned, and often all but compromised."  "What 			we need is to vote out the Democrats and give the state good 			Republican morality" suggested  Congressional candidate Tom Mc 			Hatton, another speaker at the event. 1966











Bakersfield		Maison Jaussaud (R) (MI'62)


			Pauline's Club (MI'62) Union Ave at 6th.





Bryte			Log Cabin (Ml'62)


			Hide & Seek '68





Fresno			Leilani (R) (MI '62)


			Gas & Doris (MI'62)








Guerneville		Highland Park Resort (MI'62)


			Vieux Carre (MI'62)





La Jolla		Skipper Bar (MI'62)





Laguna Beach	The Alcoholic Beverage Control Board holds hearings in 1955 to 			suspend or revoke the licenses of Dante's and the Barefoot, on the 			grounds that the two bars are at the "center of homosexual activity 			in the city." The City Manager, James Wheaton, said he hoped to 			prove there is substantial evidence of "immoral activity generating 			from these two bars, enough to warrant revocation of their 			licenses." DRUM 3/66





			The Mill (R) (MI'62)


			Whitehorse. (Ul'62)


			Woodscove (MI'62)


			Barefoot Bar (MI'62)


			Dante's Regents & Surf Room (MI'62)





Los Angeles		





			LAPD Deputy Chief of Detectives Thad F Brown acknowledges 			special homosexual squad - policy of harassment.  "We keep a 			constant check on bars and restaurants where they hang out.  We 			try to get the licenses of the places catering to them. Brown 			claimed about 150 homosexuals are "caught in the act" each 			month. 1954





			Arena


			The Canyon Club   A private club in Topanga Canyon.  You had 			to go through some rigmarole to get in.  I can't remember who 			took me but they must have had the right password or credentials 			to get in.  It was a mixed crowd of men and women. What made it 			unique in the early to mid sixties was that there was dancing, and, 			of course it was very exclussive.  I only got in once  Len


			The Circle c52-57


			Club 326 '55


			Coffee Palace  On La Cienega just north of Melrose.  A Coffee 			House.  Every square inch of the place was decorated in campy 			whatnot, lots of peacock feather's and love seats. I hung out there 			sometimes when I couldn't sneak into bars.  Mostly a young crowd 			early on, with 	a mix of older admirers.  After two am, coffee 			hyper innocence and youth mixed promiscuously with an older,


			well lubricated bar crowd.  I met some interesting people there, 			usually older men (mid-30's-early 40's), early on in the evening 			before the drunks arrived.  Many were kindly souls who helped me 			make the transition to being gay.  Len


			Crown Jewel c50, (MI'62)


			Daisy's (mixed race) (5th& San Pedro) '52


			8727 Melrose.  Coffee House & after hours club.  It was brightly 			lit, as were the patrons after hours of coffee.  A few armoires with 			flashy gewgaws gave the place a suggestion of a little class, but it 			was mostly just tables and chairs.  Catered to the pre-bar younger 			set until 2am when it became an after hours hangout.


				A Frank Sinatra look alike character used to show up 			occasionally.  Whereever he went there was usually trouble.  One 			night he got into a fistfight there, smashing into the armoires and 			breaking a bunch of stuff.   A fight was really out of character for 			the place. Len 


			Falcon's Lair


			the Flamingo 1027 La Brea ('52)


			Four Star


			The Gas Light (MI'62)


			Gear Box  LA Police arrest eleven people in two raids on the


			Gear Box in December 1969. Vector, 1/70


			Harold's


			House of Ivy (Ml'62)


			If Club (Lesbian) (8th & Vermont) '52


			Joly's Grill c55, (MI'62)


			Key Club North Hollywood


			Maxwell Cafe 3rd St (C'52)


			Outcast on Hoover. An early levi-leather bar, back when the 			standard leather costume consisted of tight, white levi's, 			motorcycle boots, a tee shirt and a leather jacket.  I used to get a 			laugh at how many guys arrived in Cadillac's who kept their boots 			and leather jackets in the trunk.  The specialty of the bar was 			showing campy movie clips.  Their theme clip was an endless 			collage of a hoop-skirted Loretta Young endlessly walking through 			doorways.  Len


			Petit Trianod,  Serano Ave (c52-57)


			Red Raven


			Waldorf





Monterey		Rose Room c'53


			Gilded Cage (MI'62)  The name says it all.  Every inch of wall 			space was covered in early junk store whatnots.


			Pigalle Cocktail Lounge (MI'62)





National City		Melody Room (MI'62)





North Hollywood	Key Club c52-57





Oakland		White Horse Inn 1934-present


			Pearl's '56


			Grandma's House (was Mary's) Had dancing before San 			Francisco,  Straight during the week, gay on weekends. HL





Palm Springs		Sea Horse (R) (MI'62)


			Doll House (MI'62)





Redwood City	The Cracked Pot (MI'62)





Sacramento		Pine Cone (R) (MI'62)


			The Topper (MI'62)


			Log Cabin (MI'62)





San Diego		Cinnabar "There is nothing anywhere as disgusting as the


			Cinnabar, in the 800 block on 5th Avenue. Its waiters are prancing


			misfits in peek-a-boo blouses, with marcelled hair and rouged


			faces. They flirt and make love with sailors, competing with the


			B-boys, a switch on an old institution. These sit at the bar, solicit


			drinks, kiss and pet customers. At the Cinnabar, dates are made


			for assignations elsewhere. For those in a hurry jobs are performed


			in the men's rooms and telephone booths. Even one bouncer, a six-


			foot 200 - pound giant, looks queer." USA: Confidential, 1952





			Attec Steak House (R) (MI'62)


			Cotton Patch (R) (MI'62)


			Brass Rail (MI'62)


			Todos (MI'62)





San Francisco	





			Bar raids and harassment in 1956.  Liquor licenses suspended for 			Ethel's, Crossroads, Paper Doll, Copper Lantern.  The license for 			Miss Smith's Tea Room is also revoked.- The Black Cat is raided 			by the ABC.  In 1957, there is a drive against Tenderloin bars.





			Sidney Feinberg,  North Coast Division administrator of the 			Alcoholic Beverage Control Board (includes San Francisco, 			announced (1959) that dozens of undercover agents were at work 			gathering evidence to root out homosexual bars (estimated by 			Feinberg at 25 to 30 of the divisions 1340 saloons).  In lieu of 			recent court decisions, the agents are looking for instances of 			misconduct.  Actions have been brought against 14 suspected gay 			bars since 1954.  Bar raids continue into 1960, the Criterion and 			Handlebar are raided in January, The Silver Dollar in May, the 			Ensign in July, and the 57 Club.   The "Gayola" trial also takes 			place this year.  Jack's Waterfront, along with other bars file suit 			against certain police officers for demanding payoffs.  The 			"Gayola" trial ended in the acquittal of the officers.  The following 			year, charges are filed against the Jumping Frog and the Hideaway 			for being hangouts for homosexuals, while in August the Tay-Bush 			bar is raided.  It is the largest gay bar raid in SF history.  89 men 			and 14 women are arrested. One municipal judge called the city a 			"Parisian pansy's paradise" and threatened stiff penalties for any 			homosexuals brought before him.  The Tavern Guild is founded in 			1962, uniting the gay bars of the city in their own defense.  The 			Tavern Guild eventually became an important factor in city 			politics.








			Barrel House (MI'62) Roby Landers of the Barrel House


			performed in Michele's International Show, 1962. There were two


			Barrel Houses, one on the Embarcadero. and one at 17th & 					Florida.


			Beige Room, 831 Broadway.


			Black Cat.  The Alcoholic Beverage Control board attempts to 			close the Black Cat bar, in 1949, on the grounds that the 			management "kept and permitted his licensed premises to be used 			as a disorderly house", and that "persons of known homosexual 			tendencies patronized said premises and used such premises as a 			meeting place."  In Stoumen v Reilly, the case growing out of the 			attempt to close the Black Cat,  the State Supreme Court ruled, in 			1951,  that patronage by homosexuals was not sufficient reason to 			revoke a bars license, and pointed out that the ABC should not act 			arbitrarily in determining what is contrary to public welfare or 			morals.





			State legislature, in 1955,  passes Section 24200(e) of the Business 			and Professional Code. in an attempt to skirt the 1951 state 			Supreme Court decision in Stoumen v Reilly.  The code addition 			provided that a license may be suspended or revoked if the 			premises "are a resort for illegal possessors or users of narcotics, 			prostitutes, pimps, panderers, or sexual perverts. In Vallerga v 			Munro - The California First District Court of Appeals ruled 			(1959) that Section 24200(e) of the Business & Professional Code 			must be viewed in terms of the Stoumen case decision that the 			mere presence of homosexuals was insufficient grounds to act 			against a bar.  It found that nine months of almost daily 			surveillance had established the presence of homosexuals, but not 			of any immoral conduct likely to come to the attention of the 			management.  In two other cases Kershaw, and Nickola there was 			ample evidence of "improper" conduct, and of the licensees 			knowledge of that conduct.  The ABC was upheld in these cases. 





			The Final Black Cat appeal is denied by the State Supreme Court, 			closes Halloween, October 31, 1963, to great public outpouring 			and fanfare.





			Blue & Gold, 136 Turk St. also 90 Market St. Also called 90 				Market, and the Last Resort


			Rick's Cavalcade (MI'62) Hyde & Washington. They had a 25cent


			Sunday brunch that was packed. Served only Bloody Mary's and


			Screw Drivers. Piano player. Frantic Frannie, who also played at


			The Missouri Mule , was very campy and "ugly as a mud fence".


			Apparently didn't have a large repertoire, as she played the same


			three songs over and over. Running Wild, I'm Just Wild About


			Harry, and one other. HL


			Checker Club - "Fifty-six persons, including five juveniles were


			arrested in a raid at the Checker Club, and 23, including the owner


			of the club, were charged with impersonating women.


			Among other items, the police claim to have found a


			jangling ring of parking meter keys, a satchel with burglar tools,


			knives, brass knuckles, a realistic toy pistol and narcotics in the bar


			and on the patrons." (DRUM 7/65)


			Chi Chi Club (mid-50's, MI'62) Michele, Walter Hart, Lenny


			Bruce played here. Had a mixed gay/straight clientele and


			performers played to both audiences.


			Club Don (62-8?) "Western Bar for the Carriage Trade."


			Copper Lantern Restaurant and bar. Closed in bar raids 1956.


			The Crossroads. License revoked in 1956 bar raids. Walter Hart,


			Michele played there 1962.


			The Dalt Club, 42 Turk.   A serious drinking bar. It opened at 6am 			with the patrons lined up outside, would pound on the door to get 			in.  The bar tender knew who was waiting and would set their 			drinks up at their regular places before he opened the door. HL


			Dial Club Bill Plathe owned the bar, and Jose Seria worked there.


			D' Oak Room, 350 Divisadero. Bill Plathe owned the bar (63).


			Tommy Stewart, the manager was elected the 2nd president of the


			Tavern Guild (63)


			Jimmy Dolan's Supper Club 406 Stockton. You didn't go there


			without a jacket, and felt like you should have a tie. San Francisco


			was very formal, but they kept jackets for the "peasants" from Los


			Angeles.


			Dolan's was quite small. There was a fireplace against one


			wall, a pair of sectionals facing one another in front of the


			fireplace, with a grand piano behind it, always with a bouquet of


			roses on it. There was a little screen that went into the restroom. A


			very small area where Tom had his kitchen and all of three tables.


			A long bar along one side. Always had entertainment of one sort


			or another. Bobby Short and Ann Dee got their starts there. Many


			known entertainers worked there. If you wanted to impress a trick


			you took them to Dolan's. TR


			Ensign Club 14 Embarcadero. Opened in the late '40's, closed


			July, '60 as a result of bar raids.


			Edgewater Hotel (MI'62) Permanent and transients.


			The Fez on Turk. Closed in '59 bar raids. Became the Sound of


			Music - the owner called it that so he could put the SM initials on


			the bar sign. The owner was into rough trade and opened it for a


			kid who was later murdered.


			Finocchio's


			The Fireside 1319 California. Busted in 1947 or 8 for a private


			after-hours party.


			The Frolic Room 153 Mason. From the '50's, drag shows and Go


			Go boys by '74.


			Here's How World War II & after.


			Highlander Free dinners Thursdays and Fridays. It was in a


			warehouse district and was straight during the day. Freda, the


			waitress was tough and foul mouthed, would cuss out the cops.


			In-B-tween c47-53. Cross dressing, basically straight, owned by


			Francine.


			Iron Pot c50-52. Across the street from the Black Cat, Italian


			place, dinner started at $ I. They always brought a big pot of soup.


			For $2.50 you would come out stuffed- lots of good food. House


			wine was $1 served in green bottles. It was not actually gay, but a


			lot of gay people went there. TR


			Jack's Water front "The game of 'grab ass' as associated with the


			locker-room is not to be tolerated in this day and age in bars in


			California. We are prone to remember a good friend who, in his


			slightly intoxicated condition was playing this game as he hung


			onto the large center post at old Jack's Waterfront. We had


			become accustomed to Eddie and knew that there was no serious


			connotation to his games. But an older man was present and Eddie


			gave him a pat on the posterior. Inspector Tompkins promptly


			arrested Eddie and took him away. This was one of the charges


			that was used to close Jack's Waterfront." Citizens News, 5/4/64


			"The night Jack's Waterfront closed they held a party until	


			midnight, with free drinks the last hour. At midnight the owner


			and patrons loaded up a truck with all the bar equipment and


			everyone grabbed something, and they had a procession down to 			the 144 Club ( 144 Embarcadero) where they simply moved the 			bar. "


			Jackson's Restaurant


			Jacques The ABC suspended the license of Jacques for 20 days,


			on charges the premises were disorderly, with lewd acts and


			homosexual activities permitted, and the owner was ordered to sell


			to an acceptable new owner. DRUM '65


			The Jumping Frog 211 I Polk Pictures in Time & Life, c'63. Daryl


			Glied, the manager, was elected the 3rd President of the Tavern


			Guild, 1963. The first bar in SF to show full length movies,


			Monday nights. Sponsored the first Beaux Arts Ball as a


			promotion for the bar. Daryl Glied convinced the Tavern Guild to


			take the event over.


			Keno's Golden Gate Dancing in the basement - at one point it


			opened an entrance on Market, which was unheard of at that time.


			It was a dark, mysterious bar, painted black with tiny Xmas lights


			on the ceiling - the juke box played Les Baxter's Quiet Village over


			and over. Keno (dark) was a real bitch - he encouraged


			servicemen who sometimes came in in uniform. GS


			The Last Resort


			Lo-Bills Near the East bay Terminal, sort of a gay-sailor pick-up


			bar. HL    -


			Manny's 701 Battery at Pacific. Cocktail lounge, diners starting


			at 6pm.


			Maple Leaf 1548 Polk, became the Renegade


			Missouri Mule, 2348 Market. Frantic Frannie sometimes played


			piano here.


			Mr B's Coffee Shop 6th Street. Opened late at night. Had a


			rather infamous upstairs.


			Mother G's Black entertainers, hustlers, and drags. DP


			The Nevada Club Owned by a couple of lesbians, c 1950-2. TR


			Keno's Nob Hill Polk St. Closed in 1957 bar raids. A newspaper


			account reported that the Nob Hill acted as a gathering place for


			male homosexuals, and permitted lewd acts to take place on the


			premises, including two men holding hands.


			Oak Room, St Francis Hotel "If you had enough money to go in


			there and buy a 50~ beer, which was 15~ more than any place else


			- and you didn't go in there and order a beer because they knew


			exactly what you were - you tried to have a dollar and ten cents for


			a drink. You dressed properly, cruised the tearoom and eyed each


			other down the bar. You wouldn't sit next to the person you were


			cruising. If someone next to you got up and went to the head, you


			couldn't get up and go right behind them. Maybe someone at the


			other end of the bar - you'd wait for them to go, and then you


			would discretely get up and follow, exchange words, and come


			back and sit down. Would discretely meet outside, c 1949-52 TR


			The Old Crow "When it closed down in 1980, the Old Crow was


			the oldest gay men's bar in town, having opened in 1931. In the


			'30's it was "the favored hangout for a certain kind of sailor from


			the Pacific Fleet." Herb Caen, SF Chronicle, December 8, 1980.


			On the Levee Was where David Kelsey got his start. Was


			previously the Tin Angel.


			The Paper Doll 524 Union. Started out as a lesbian bar, later


			becoming a men's bar. It had a restaurant when no other bar did.


			Closed in 1956 bar raids. The cops used to walk through and go to


			the back where it was assumed they were either paid-off or fed.


			The police warned the patrons to behave on the street. GS


			Paradox One of the first dance bars.


			The Red Lizard A men's piano bar, opened in the late 1940's on


			the site of the present Transameric Pyramid. Was owned by Keno


			dark.


			Rendezvous 567 Sutler (Upstairs)


			Renegade


			The Silver Dollar 64 Eddy. Owned by Francine at one time.


			Closed in May 1960 bar raids


			The Spurr Club Turk St. Closed in 1957 bar raids on the grounds


			that it was a resort for sex perverts. It was raided again in 1959.


			Suzy Q The Tavern Guild was conceived at Suzy Q's.


			The Tay-Bush Inn Bush & Taylor. Was the site of the biggest


			gay bar raid in San Francisco history. 89 men and 14 women were


			arrested in August of 1961. Although charges were dropped and


			the judge criticized the police, then-Mayor Christopher praised the


			police and called the raid justified.


			Tool Box 399 4th at Harrison. Hal McCune was the opening


			manager.


			Top of the Mark


			Trapp 72 Eddy. The 1974 Falcon Guide gave the Trapp a (H,


			AYOR) listing, adding "Exercise caution always when in a strange


			place, but here especially."


			Turf Club 76 6th St. Owned by Bill Plathe.


			Uncle Billie's Scoreboard. 585 Post St. The Tavern Guild's


			formation was ratified here, on July 17, 1962.


			Union Square Lounge 177 Maiden Lane.


			181 Club 181 Eddy St. At one point it was an illegal after hours


			place, charging exorbitant prices for "coffee" that was actually


			liquor. HL


			365 Club 365 Taylor. One of the owners was named Al Van


			Kleet.  There was a gay bar where the air line terminal used to be


			on Taylor Street. It had a special shaped staircase, and this lovely


			oval shaped bar with back to back registers. You didn't know if


			you were looking into a mirror or not the way it was set up. They


			had muzak type music, but there wasn't any juke box, they had a


			painting on the wall with a microphone in the corner and a slot,


			and you put your money into the slot and the girl would come and


			ask you your selection. This was a piss elegant bar. As Tellulah


			Bankhead said as she went in, "This is really a white collar


			cocsuckers bar." There was a white balustrade and red carpeting


			and all the queens just loved to walk down that spiral staircase. It


			was the cuff-link crowd.


			I remember one time I was to meet Gary there after work,


			He was already there when I arrived. Gary reached into his pocket


			and put up a pair of cuff-links in front of each of us. I asked what's


			that, and he said, "I just want them to know we own them,


			although we're not wearing them.


			They were all ribbon clerks making $35 a week at Macy's,


			the Emporium, and some worked at Weinstein's, but didn't admit 			to it.  It was nothing but ribbon clerks that would get their little 			$35 a week checks and come up there for one night and live grand.


			c 1950-2. TR


			585 Club 585 Post. Closed in 1959 bar raids. Became Uncle


			Billie's by 1962.





San Jose		Midway Cafe      Ten patrons are arrested in San Jose's


			Midway Cafe, described by the Chief of Police as the 'only known


			meeting place here for the clan' " c'55








Santa Monica		A get tough "reform" slate of candidates wins majority on City 			Council. calls for bar raids.  The Police Chief resigns calling 			councils call for repressive measures unconstitutional





			The Friendship (MI'62) Santa Monica Canyon - known always


			simply as 'the Canyon' to its dwellers - lies just north of the city


			of Santa Monica. It is a shallow flat-bottomed little valley,


			crowded with cottages of self-consciously rustic design, where


			cranky, kindly people live and tolerate each other's mild and often


			charming eccentricities. The Canyon is our western Greenwich


			Village, overrun now by various types of outsiders, but still


			maintaining an atmosphere of Bohemianism and unpretentious


			artiness. And Doc Law's Friendship Bar is still, despite


			competition, the acknowledged stummlokul of the community.


			Doc Law, who also owns the adjoining drugstore, is a gentleman of


			almost excessively distinguished appearance who wears a wide-


			brimmed hat and floppy artist's tie, and who used to be a close


			friend of Will Rogers. Christopher Isherwood, Exhumations


			The Pink Elephant


Sausalito		Bridgeway (c'55)





Sharp Park		Sharp Park is on the coast south of San Francisco, and in 1956 was 			a weekend get away destination for San Francisco's homosexuals.   			When Hazel's Inn was raided,  over two hundred people were 			present, and 87 were arrested, some are defended by the ACLU.  			This is the first time the ACLU defends persons caught in a bar 			raid.














Colorado





Central City			The Mine (R) (MI'62)


				Silver City (R) (MI'62)


				Gilded Garter (MI'62)


				Glory Hole (MI'62)





Colorado Springs		The Broadmoor (MI'62)


				The Antlers (MI'62)


				Manhattan (MI'62)





Denver 			In 1949, the Denver Post ran a series of articles on the


				burgeoning gay population of Denver. According to the 				articles most of the action took place in the Civic Center on 				Broadway, and a large percentage of those who came in 				contact with the police were military personnel based in the 				area.





			Captain William Sanders the Chief of the Vice Bureau, in


				the 1950's, explained how homosexuals will infiltrate a 				tavern and being good spenders the owner doesn't mind. 				But before he knows it homosexuals are his only patrons, 				then he will call us to run them off.





			A 1965 Denver Post Editorial demanding the homosexual


				community be "contained and restricted", urged the beefing 				up of the Vice Squad, but was hesitant to close the bars 				numbering eight at the time, with six of them off-limits to 				military personnel.  Fearing the homosexuals would be 				reduced to carrying on their activities more openly in the 				public parks and on the public streets, the Post argued that 				homosexuals were more "easily observed and contained" 				by the police in the bars. The Social Science Journal  "Gay 				Bars and the Emergence of the Denver Homosexual


				Community" by Thomas Jacob Noel,


				Brown Hotel (R)(M1'62)


				Ships Tavern (MI'62)


				Denver Club (MI'62)


				Court Jester (MI'62)


				Mary's Tavern (cWWll) Denver's first gay bar, Mary's 				Tavern on Broadway was a military hangout during WWll, 				and according to local legend it was liberated by a group of 				rather blatant airmen from Lowry Air Force Base. 				repeatedly kicked out, and even arrested, they just kept 				coming back until they drove away the straight customers. 				Thomas Jacob Noel.


				The Pit ('39) On 17th St. Short lived. Thomas Jacob Noel


				Ro Lo Inn (MI'62)


				The Steak House (R)(UY62)


				Tic Toe (MI'62)





Connecticut


Bridgeport			Club Rio (C-52)


				Esquire Bar of the St. George Hotel (C-52)





New Haven			George & Harry's ('56)


				Pierelli's ('56)


				Taft ('56, '72)


				Fitzgerald (R) (MI'62)


				The Belmont (MI'62)





Hartford			Hartford Seafood (R) (MI'62)


				Friar's (R) (MI'62)





District of Columbia





				Carroll's Tavern (R) ('38) "Carroll's - sometimes referred 				to as the Opera - was the favorite bar of Gay 				Washingtonians interested in the three services, and those 				of the Army, Navy, and Marines who wanted a pleasant 				and inexpensive weekend. Its gentle code of Operation was 				well understood by both Gay and military communities, 				and Carroll's provided a haven for both.





			The code at Carroll's was simple, if somewhat oblique.


				Beer at ten cents and 'mixed drinks' at never more than 25 				were served to a clientele largely under 35 years old, which 				was presided over by an elderly cherubic bartender and two 				waitresses, Rose and Betty. Rose was a dyed blonde who 				could have passed for Brunhilde, while Betty was short and 				dark, with bright alert eyes. Both of them took good care of


				their Gay or military customers, initiating the new service 				personnel into the particularities of the Tavern, and 				warning Gay customers against any soldier, sailor or 				marine who might turn out to be a frustrated male with a 				malignant macho tumor. They were affectionate


				intermediaries, hovering over their Gay folk, and any 				marine they knew to have robbed or beaten up one of the 				Gays was soon effectively ostracized, and by a series of 				small discriminations and total inattention was made aware 				that Carroll's was not for him. In addition. Rose and Betty 				had very solid relations with the white-uniformed Shore 				Patrol, who came into the Tavern once or twice a night to 				see and be seen.





			The stability of pre-1940 Washington was such that most of


				Carroll's servicemen were stationed more or less 				permanently in Washington, and Carroll's for them was sort 				of a club where they were known by name and even 				reputation. Over them. Rose and Betty ruled as protectively 				and pleasantly as over their Gay brood, which at the time 				even included a U.S. Senator, several Representatives, and 				two or three high-ranking members of the Foreign Service.





			Since no liquor could be served from midnight Saturday to


				some ritual hour like 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, the last beer call 				would be sounded promptly at 11:30, and at 11:55 the 				couples formed during the course of the evening would slip 				out by two's, or the single one would wait on the sidewalk 				outside for someone. The custom was for the serviceman to 				spend the night and next day, and it was de rigueur for 				those with cars to drive the guest back to the Navy Yard, 				Fort Myer, or even Quantico in time for the hour he had to 				report back. Money was almost never involved.





			On occasion, after midnight on Saturday, fights would


				break out, though always between one or another of the 				services, and never between Gay and military. The police 				kept strict watch, however, chiefly on Jimmy Lake's place 				across the street from Carroll's" "Lions and Lambs", by 				Haviland Perris, Washington Blade


				BluJa It had booths around the walls.  A man named Nadia 				was the manager. Three heavy set women served drinks, 				(mid'50's) Bob.


				Casino Royal (R) (MI'62)


				Chicken Koop (Ml'62) Had a piano player who always had 				young men hanging around. He dropped dead at the piano 				one day.(early to mid '50's) Bob


				David's Grill (C-52)


				Derby (MI'62) It was a restaurant till 9p.m. Since you had 				to be seated to be served in DC - you had to wait outside 				till there was room. (mid'50's) Bob P.


				Franklin Park Hotel Lobby (C-52)





				Gayety Buffet "On May 25, 1963, the police raided the 				Gayety Buffet restaurant and randomly arrested several gay 				male patrons, without specifying the charges or informing 				the men of their legal rights. Taken to a local station, they 				were fingerprinted, charged with disorderly conduct, 				interrogated for details about their personal life, and 				subjected to verbal abuse. One man who asked what the 				charges were was told by an officer that he had been


				arrested for 'winking at my friend' He was then vilified as a 				'queer' and a 'cocksucker' and beaten badly enough to 				require hospitalization. When (Frank) Kameny (head of the 				Washington, DC Mattechine) heard of the affair, he hunted 				down the victims, collected affidavits, and lodged a 				complaint with the police department and the D.C. board of 				commissioners. The ACLU also registered a complaint and 				provided the arrested men with an attorney. Several 				meetings with high-level police officials ensued, until 				Kameny felt he had established a modus operundi with the


				department." Sexual. Politics, John D'Emilio


				Georgetown Coffeehouse (MI'62)


				Golden Parrot (MI'62)


				Good Earth (R) (MI'62)


				Hideaway Fluff & leather mixed, (mid'60's)


				Jewel Box (C-52)


				Old Europe (R) (MI'62)


				Pink Elephant (MI'62)


				Sand Bar (C-52)


				Show Boat 'Bar ('38-40,C-52) "The Showboat at 12th and 				H Streets had vanished by 1940, though the name 				reappeared on other bars elsewhere, unconnected with the 				original which had all the dingy charm of a 1920's New 				York Childs' Restaurant." Haviland Ferns, Washington 				Blade


				Uptown Restaurant & Lounge  1965.  The owners of the 				Uptown Restaurant and Lounge were found guilty of 				keeping a disorderly house. The jury, which deliberated for 				17 minutes, found the owners guilty of permitting male and 				female homosexuals to perform indecent acts in the 				restaurant.








Georgia





Atlanta			Camillia Garden (R)(MY62)


				Carusso's (R)(m'62)


				Hank & Jerry's (MI'62)


				Mama Mia's (R)(MI'62)


				Mrs P's (MI'62)


				Pickaninny Coffee Shop (MI-62)


				Pigally (R)(MI62)


				Pig& Whistle (MI61)








Macon				Ann's Tic Toc (MI62)





Savanah			Harvest House (R) (MT'62)


				Pirate's Den (MI'62)





Hawaii





Honolulu			Gourmet (R) (MI'62)


				The Embers (R) (MI'62)


				Trader Vic's (R) (MI'62)


				Le Coq d'or (MI'62)





Illinois





Calumet City			Calumet City's major problem is homosexual prostitution a 				group of residents told Mayor J.W. Nowak.  The area 				around the gay bars on State Line Avenue was alleged to be 				a notorious homosexual center. 1967





Chicago			Bennie the Bum (c50's) "It held four hundred fifty 				customers and had one of the largest bars in the world. The 				owners were a short, heavy-set Jewish couple, Sy and 				Mollie Ginsberg. His brother, Sol, worked there. ..I took 				over one of the three "26" tables. There were ten dice in 				each leather cup and I barked the business into a roar, "Play 				with my box for a quarter"  Customers got back a $1,00 				chit for drinks when they won. It was good business and Sy


				was a man with a cold, steady, beady eye for business." Mr.


				Madam.


				The Black Pub


				Dome Room of the Hotel Sherman


				Kitty Sheon's "Piss elegant bar. Kitty Sheon was the 				owner, a campy old lady with a mink coat that touched the 				floor. You couldn't get in without a coat and tie. Her 				husband was a policeman. When she died she left the bar to 				her bartender. The place is still in operation. Bob-Trax


				Lincoln Baths "There were cubicle-rooms up & down long


				corridors and people were roaming up and down the hall 				draped in towels and sheets. The doors were usually half 				open. I was having a little fun when all at once I heard a 				loud whistle.  Someone screamed. It's a raid."





			We had to line up outside our room, and show our ID


				which was brought to us from the front desk. Then we were


				Told to dress. I thought I was going to get locked up... It 				took two hours for the police to finish the raid...Anyone 				caught in a room with another person was taken off to jail. 				I had been alone at the moment they blew in for the raid so 				I was released. Mr. Madam (c'50's)





			"A detective posing as a customer observed several men


				engaged in "unnatural sex acts" in the Lincoln Baths and 33


				persons, including eight employees, were arrested. Illinois 				is the one state in which the Model Penal Code provisions 				allowing private homosexuals is in force." DRUM- 12/64





				Louis Gage's "Opened by Louis Gage, a big husky man, 				who was an all-star football player. When he opened the 				bar he had very little money - so as soon as a bottle was 				emptied the bartender would run across the street to the 				liquor store to buy another one.  And it didn't matter what 				the bottle said - you got rot-gut.





			The bar never closed, you couldn't tell what time it was


				inside, except for the light streaming in when someone 				came in or out. Since the entire bar was illegal there was 				dancing check to check and jitter bug.





			Georgie a big black woman played an old upright piano


				with its face missing up on a little stage of coke cases. She 				belted out the tunes of the time. She was known among the 				gay crowd throughout Chicago. The only drugs around 				were occasionally Benzedrine.





			In approximately 1955, the state led a raid on the bar, under


				Governor Ogelsby. The names of those arrested were 				printed on the front page of the Chicago Tribune. At least 				one suicide resulted. Some people sued the state and the 				Tribune. There was a big to-do in the papers.





			The place was a real dump. Water would run out from


				under the bar. One night the place blew up - faulty gas line


				Or something. One of the bartenders, the only person in the 				place was killed.  Bob-TRAX


				Talk of the Town January, 1964.   Nine male dancers and a 				waitress were arrested at the Talk of the Town, which has 				female impersonators as entertainers.  The raid took place 				after one of the entertainers solicited a detective for a 				drink.  The dancer was charged with public indecency, 				impersonating a female, soliciting for prostitution, deviant 				sexual behavior, and, for good measure, being an inmate of 				a disorderly house. 1964


				Post House  February, 1964.   Ten men are arrested in a 				raid on the Post House after two policemen report that they 				were solicited to perform immoral acts three times in five 				hours. 


				Wind-up








East St Louis			Torch Club (C-52)





Indiana





Jeffersonville			The Farthest West (C-52)





Kansas


Witchita			Blue Lantern (C-52)


				Curley 's Round House (C-52 )





Kentucky


Louisville			"Queers hang out at Gordon's and Penguin's Club, and at 				the Farthest West, on Main Street, in Jeffersonvilie, on the 				Indiana side, where we saw violet bartenders mixing


				drinks."  USA-.Confidential, 1952.











Louisiana





New Orleans			Tony Bacino's (C-52)


				Bourbon House The drags would occasionally go there to 				drink and sometimes get busted for being in drag in 				Orleans parish. Bill Ward (mid'50's)


				Cafe Lafite


				Cafe Lafite-in-Exile Apparently there was a feud among 				the owners (straight) and one group split-off to open 				Lafite's-in-Exile, which is where the gay crowd followed.


				Bill Ward


				Dixie's


				Galley House Bar 542 Chartres St. The oldest gay bar in 					New 0rleans.('71)


				Goldenrod


				Howdy Club Tourist bar with drag shows.


				My-O-My Club A drag landmark from the late 1940's to 				the early 1970's. It was in Jefferson parish, drag was not 				allowed in Orleans parish.


				Ship Ahoy Eight persons were arrested by vice squad men 				posing as college students at the Ship Ahoy bar while 				investigating complaints of homosexuality and prostitution. 				DRUM, 9/65


				Starlet Lounge (C-52) Travis Regent St. The restaurant 				was connected with the Hansel & Gretel Hotel. On Friday 				nights the hotel staff would perform in drag, made more 				hilarious by the butch gardeners doing their stuff.  Bill 				Ward





Maryland





Baltimore			"Baltimore police closed bars and broke up parties in 				private homes to deflect attention from a grand jury 				investigation into police corruption-.-.A raid by the 				Baltimore police in October 1955 netted 162 gay men." 				Sexual Politics, JohnD'Emilio


				Ball's (C-52)


				Earl Club (C-52)


				Eddie's Called the oldest gay bar in Baltimore. Guy 				Insider, 1971


				The Harem (C-52)


				Plaza Bar (C-52) Was Longfellows.





Massacheusetts





Boston				Boston City Council unanimously passes an order for the 				police department to investigate liquor establishments and 				restaurants which allegedly cater to "beatniks, homosexuals 				and other undesirable." 1965





			"Chief Justice Elijah Adiow was told in municipal court


				that a detective, a sergeant and seven patrolmen have been


				assigned to probe alleged immoral acts in Turkish baths 				and locker rooms in the south end." DRUM, 12/68


				Jacques 79 Broadway. (late'50's)


				Mayfair Club (C-52)


				Napoleon's "A Boston constant. Looks a bit stuffy, but it 				has loosened up over the years and still provides several 				rooms of fun for the young at heart...this is where the 				Boston closet airs its tweeds and dinner jackets." The Guy 				Insider, 1971


				Phil Harris' (C-52)


				Punch Bowl


				The Show Bar (C-52)


				Tic Toc (C-'52)


				Sharefs "...it was a place mainly for regulars and underage


				persons who couldn't go to the bars; it located them in 				proximity to the Public Gardens, a heavy cruising place, 				'Queen's Row'.  They would promenade up and down 				Charles Street in front of Sharafs, they wouldn't go much 				further - down to Mt Vernon, then over to Beacon Street, 				the Esplanade, over to the Cafeteria - for the under twenty-				one. You could also go down towards Boylston St. sort of


				cruising around. Possibly you could get a beer without 				anyone paying too much attention to it at Playland. Meet a 				friend, go to the bar where he'd buy you a bottle of beer, 				and you could stand in a dark corner and drink it." (c'56) 				Gay Sunshine interview with John Wieners


				Tourine (C-52)





Provincetown			Raids on the Atlantic House, 20 men arrested.  Chief of 				Police Rogers promises "every effort to drive undesirable 				out of Provincetown and the Cape." 1955


				Madeira Club  





Worcester			Ports 0 Call





Minnesota





Minneapolis			Curley's (C-52)


				Market Barbecue (C-52)


				1400 Club (C-52)


				Sutton Place "Men had been observed dancing together 				holding hands and kissing at the Sutton Place bar, but no 				arrests had been made as the morals squad found it difficult 				to determine 'how flagrant such conduct need be to justify 				an arrest.' "I am surprised,' snapped Alderman Joe 				Greensteen, 'that the morals squad doesn't know the 				difference between decent and indecent conduct.'  Replied 				the morals squad head: "What we might consider immoral 				may not be illegal.'  The Sutton Place had its license


				suspended for 15 days."  June 1966. DRUM





Missouri





Kansas City			"The police department in Kansas City had a hands-off


				policy towards gay bars, and one long-time resident of the 				area could recall only a single raid since the late 1940's. As 				a result bar life flourished. But the police showed little 				tolerance of street cruising..." Sexual Politics, John


				D'Emilio


				Dixie Hamburger (C-52)


				EntreNous (C-52)


				Erv's (C-52)


				Henry's (C-52)


				Mary's


				Puchis


				The Red Head


				Tent


				Uncle John's (C-52)





Nebraska





Omaha			The Diamond Bar "The mainstay in Omaha, the oldest, at 				the same location for more than a quarter of a century." 				Guy Insider, 1971


				The Frolics "Even in rugged Omaha men are no longer 				men. Fags hang out at the Frolic's and many live in the 				YMCA"  USA:Confidential, 1952





Nevada





Las Vegas			Maxine's Friday and Saturday floor shows with 				impersonators opened in the early 1950's. Gay Insider, 				1971





New Jersey


				


				Crackdown on gay bars in 1966.  State Supreme Court 				rules homosexuals right to patronize bars (1967).  State 				Supreme Court overturned the revocation of three bar 				licenses for permitting homosexuals to congregate. 1968





New York





				Supreme Court rules in favor of homosexuals dancing in 					bars. 1967





New York City		Ace of Club


				Astor Bar


				Big Dollar


				Blue Angel


				Blue Parrot


				Bon Soir


				Chandelle Bar (C-52)


				Chase Cafeteria (C-52)


				Club 82


				Club 316


				East 55


				East 47


				The Eighth St


				Everard Baths


				Golden Pheasant (R) (C-52)


				Morocan Village (C-52)


				Rainbow Inn (C-52)


				Sloan House


				Stonewall  Police raid the Stonewall, June 27, 1969


				Tool Box


				


Ohio





Cincinnati			Perceiving an increasing homosexual problem, Cincinnati


				and Hamilton County officials plan a three pronged attack: 				I ) A city ordinance banning cross dressing, 2) an 				investigation of bars catering to homosexuals, with an eye 				to taking legal action, 3) the establishment of an AA type 				clinic for homosexuals. DRUM 12/64





Cleveland			Black Angus (R)


				Caroli (R)


				Golden Bull (R)


				Gray's Drug Store "Grays drug store, at Euclid and 105th, 				is the only one in town always open. So pimps, old whores, 				narcotic salesmen and fairies hang around it. But the chief 				concentration point for the queers is the Greyhound bus 				terminal at Euclid & Columbus 107th; they meet in the 				rest-room. We did not find out whether it's the gents' or the 				ladies." USA:Confidential, 1952


				Cadillac Lounge


				Coral Lounge


				Jo Anns


Columbus			"We don't take the initiative to enter bars or homes," stated


				the head of the police investigative division. "We take 				action only when homosexuals openly affront others with 				overt behavior." Drum 1966


				The Other Place (or Frankie's)   Investigators from the 				Ohio State Liquor Commission confiscated 14 copies of 				Vector magazine from "The Other Place" (Frankie's) bar, in 				the hopes of closing the bar on charges of selling obscene 				material.  1969


				Prime Rib (R)


				Desert Inn (R)


				Kismet Grill





Toledo				The Willows (R)


				Bancroft Inn


				Scenic Bar





Oregon





Portland			The Oregon Liquor Control Commission broke precedent 				by not following the recommendation of the Portland City 				Council to revoke the licenses of bars frequented by 				homosexuals.  1965


				The Harbor


				The Tavern


				Tel & Tel


				Lownsdale Square (C-52)


				Derek's Tavern


				Milwaukee Tavern


				Mama Bernice's








Pennsylvania





				Liquor control board cracks down on gay bars.  The 				Clock's in Harrisburg, and the Big Apple in Reading have 				licenses revoked. 1965





Philadelphia			March 1967.   Police raid Rusty's, the city's most popular 				lesbian bar, arresting 12.  The local Daughters of Belitis 				was able to persuade the district attorney to drop the 				charges.  1967





Pittsburgh			Jewel Box


				Monte Carlo


Texas








Dallas				Blue Bonnet (C-52)


				Diamond Horseshoe (C-52)


				The Flamingo (C-52)


				Mona Lisa (C-52)


				The Reno Lounge (C-52)


				Villa Fontana





Fort Worth			Circle B Bar (C-52)


				Circus Club (C-52)


				Havana Hotel (C-52)


				The Navarre (C-52)


				The Spot (C-52)





Houston			Gingham (C-52)


				La Tonxa (c-52)


				Pink Elephant (C-52)





Wyoming





Cheyenne			The legendary "super-glory hole" in the Trailways Bus


				Depot tearoom in Cheyenne does exist. We don't wish to 				insult the state by offering that as the sum-total of its gay 				life, but..." Gay Insider 1971





Wisconsin


				Dante's Inferno (C-52)


				The White Horse Inn IC-53





US Possessions & Territories





Puerto Rico





				Banos San Juan (above the Rialto Theater) reputedly the 				oldest bathhouse in the Caribbean. Gay Insider, 1971


				Finale "One of San Juan's oldest bars for gay people, 				earthy decor, caters to .every class from TV to leather, very 				popular after hours, great American style hamburgers." Gay 				Insider, 1971











